Skin cancer and immunosuppression by Gerlini, G. et al.
1. Crit Rev Oncol Hematol. 2005 Oct;56(1):127-36.
Skin cancer and immunosuppression.
Gerlini G, Romagnoli P, Pimpinelli N.
Department of Dermatological Sciences, University of Florence Medical School, Via
degli Alfani, 37-50121 Florence, Italy.
All immunosuppressive treatments, either pharmacological or physical, have the
potential to impair the skin immune system network of cells and cytokines, thus
leading to an increased incidence of skin cancer. Since skin cancer in transplant
recipients may show uncommon clinical features and have an unusually aggressive
course, transplant patients should be strictly followed up by experienced
dermatologists in order to diagnose and treat properly any skin cancer in an
early phase. Importantly, due to the fact that sun exposure increases
immunosuppression in the skin, patients should be clearly informed about the
additional risk of sun exposure and the preventive measures to be taken.
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